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THE LOVE FEAST is a service that dates from the beginnings of the Christian Church,
when Christians would gather and eat a meal to celebrate the love that bound them together.
In 1727, the Moravian Church renewed the practice of the Love Feast as a fellowship meal.
The candle-lighting reminds each worshiper that Christ said, “l am the light of the world,” and
“You are the light of the world - let your light shine.” The bright red paper frill on the candles
reminds us of the blood which Jesus shed for each of us. John Wesley, founder of
Methodism, used the Love Feast frequently during his ministry. He found it to be particularly
appropriate at Christmas, as a celebration of the love that Christ brought to the world.

This will be the 47th year that University UMC has celebrated Love Feast on the second
Sunday of Advent. Music is and has always been an important part of the Love Feast, with all
the choirs and musicians of the church participating over the years, along with many musicians
from the community. Hymns sung by the congregation tell the story of Advent and
Christmas. The singing of “Morning Star, O Cheering Sight”is a Moravian tradition and led
by a young person from the congregation. As the song is sung worshipers hold their

lighted beeswax candles, filling our darkened Sanctuary with a warm and festive glow. The
final line invites the coming Christ to “fill our hearts with light divine.”

It takes a group of almost 100 to wrap candles, prepare, serve the coffee and the buns that
come from a bakery in Winston-Salem, the
home of the Moravian Church in NC, and then
clean up afterwards. What began as a small
service now routinely has an attendance of
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almost 800, including many from other
churches or no church who feel drawn to this
very special service celebrating the love of
Christ in this season of Advent.




