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LoVvE FEAST IN THE MORAVIAN TRADITION

Welcome to this service celebrating God's love to all in Christ Jesus.

GREETING
INVOCATION
CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
(1) O come all ye faithful, (2) True God of true God,
joyful and triumphant, Light from Light Eternal,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb;
Come and behold him, Son of the Father,
born the King of angels; REFRAIN begotten, not created; REFRAIN
(3) Sing, choirs of angels, (4) Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
sing in exultation; born this happy morning,
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Jesus, to thee be all glory given.
Glory to God, Word of the Father,
all glory in the highest; REFRAIN now in flesh appearing: REFRAIN

REFRAIN: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2:1-20
The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.
CAROLS ‘Away in a Manger”
(1) Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, (2) The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes;
The stars in the sky look down where he lay, | love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

(3) Be near me, Lord Jesus, | ask thee to stay
close by me forever, and love me, | pray
bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.



“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

(1) O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie;

above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light;

the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

(3) How silently, how silently,

The wondrous Gift is giv'n;

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His Heav'n.

No ear may hear His coming,
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him Still,

the dear Christ enters in.

(2) For Christ is born of Mary,

and gathered all above,

while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together,

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth!

(4) O holy Child of Bethlehem,

descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

REFRAIN:

Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born.

(2) The shepherds feared and trembled,

when lo! above the earth,

rang out the angel chorus

that hailed the Savior’s birth.
REFRAIN

(1) While shepherds kept their watching

oeer silent flocks by night,
behold throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light.
REFRAIN

(3) Down in a lowly manger

the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation

that blessed Christmas morn.
REFRAIN



“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

(1) Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with thangelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing

“Glory to the newborn King!”

(3) Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,

born to raise us from the earth,

born to give us second birth.

Hark! the herald angels sing

“Glory to the newborn King!”

MORAVIAN BLESSING

(2) Christ, by highest heaven adored;

Christ, the everlasting Lord;

late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th'incarnate Deity,

pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing

“Glory to the newborn King!”

Come, Lord Jesus, our guest to be and bless these gifts bestowed by thee.

Bless our loved ones everywhere and keep them in thy tender care. Amen.

We invite you to enjoy your Moravian bun and coffee.

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Carol of the Bells”
Youth Choir

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

The Kindred Band

In Unison

Ukranian Carol
arr. by Arnold Sherman

15th Century Chant



CAROLS “What Child Is This”

(1) What child is this who, laid to rest,
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping? REFRAIN

(3) So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him. REFRAIN

(2) Why lies he in such mean estate

where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here

the silent Word is pleading. REFRAIN

REFRAIN: This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste, to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

‘Angels We Have Heard on High”

(1) Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

(3) Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deol!

Gloria, in excelsis Deol!

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS

Offertory Variations on “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

(2) Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

(4) See him in a manger laid,

whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Gloria, in excelsis Deol!

Alexandre Guilmant

Hymn 229

You may designate your offering via mobile phone by texting “UniversityUMC” to 77977.



THE CANDLE SERVICE.

CAROL “Silent Night, Holy Night”
(1) Silent night, holy night, (2) Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright shepherds quake at the sight;
round yon virgin mother and child. glories stream from heaven afar,
Holy infant, so tender and mild, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
sleep in heavenly peace, Christ the Savior is born,
sleep in heavenly peace. Christ the Savior is born!
(3) Silent night, holy night, (4) Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light; wondrous star, lend thy light;
radiant beams from thy holy face with the angels let us sing,
with the dawn of redeeming grace, Alleluia to our King;
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Christ the Savior is born,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Christ the Savior is born!
MORAVIAN HYMN “Morning Star, O Cheering Sight” F. F. Hagen

Solos ~ Lynley Snead, Campbell Davis

The congregation sings the bold text.

(1) Morning Star, O cheering sight! (2) Your glad beams, O Morning Star,
Without you how dark the night! Guide the nations, near and far.
Morning Star, O cheering sight! Your glad beams, O Morning Star,
Without you how dark the night! Guide the nations, near and far.
Jesus mine, in me shine! You we love, Lord above,

In me shine, Jesus mine; Lord above, You we love.
Fill my heart with light divine. Our dear Savior, Son of God.

(3) Morning Star, my soul’s true light,
Come to end the dark of night.
Morning Star, my soul’s true light,
Come to end the dark of night.
Jesus mine, in me shine!

In me shine, Jesus mine;
Fill my heart with love divine.



BENEDICTION

CAROL “Joy to the World”
Please raise your candles on the last verse.
(1) Joy to the world, the Lord is comel! (2) Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let earth receive her King; Let all their songs employ;
let every heart prepare him room, while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
and heaven and nature sing, repeat the sounding joy,
and heaven and nature sing, repeat the sounding joy,
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. repeat, repeat the sounding joy
(3) No more let sins and sorrows grow, (4) He rules the world with truth and grace,
nor thorns infest the ground; and makes the nations prove
he comes to make his blessings flow the glories of his righteousness,
far as the curse is found, and wonders of his love,
far as the curse is found, and wonders of his love,
far as, far as the curse is found. and wonders, wonders of his love.

Carol Leaders

Kaeli Nguyen Emma Mitchell
Claire Arbuckle Nate Jones,
Nicholas Min Rebecca Dyck
Nora Roettig Graham Dyck
Davis Brown Melaina Dyck
Walker Brown Keiron Dyck
Whitby Alexander Savannah DePaz
The Kindred Band

Ti Harmon, Andrew Berinson, Sinclair Palmer, Donovan Cheatham, Devin Frazier



THE LOVE FEAST is a service that dates from the beginnings of the Christian Church, when
Christians would gather and eat a meal to celebrate the love that bound them together. In 1727, the
Moravian Church renewed the practice of the Love Feast as a fellowship meal. The candle-lighting
reminds each worshiper that Christ said, “l| am the light of the world,” and “You are the light of the
world - let your light shine.” The bright red paper frill on the candles reminds us of the blood which
Jesus shed for each of us. John Wesley, founder of Methodism, used the Love Feast frequently
during his ministry. He found it to be particularly appropriate at Christmas, as a celebration of
the love that Christ brought to the world. This is the 47t annual Love Feast at University UMC.,

GUESTS -~ Welcome! If you would like additional information or have questions about University
UMC, please visit www.universityumc.church, call the church office (919-929-7191) or email
officadmin@universityumc.church.

THANK YOU to Carol, Jim, Hunter and Brooks Walker for making this virtual event possible as well
as Michele Gipson, Brad Allen, Pat Lopp, Sheila and Sarah Woods, Kathleen Harrell, Jeff and Karin

Foarde, Doris Bowles, Anne Sassaman, Lew Woodham, Joe Ritter and Jim Peacock.

CHRISTMAS MISSIONS OFFERING -~ John Wesley's concern for the poor prompts modern-day
Love Feast participants to share in the ongoing work of caring about others who are hurting. As part
of our Christmas offering this year, University UMC will be partnering with the ECHHS PTSA to
provide food assistance and gift cards for deserving students. Please make your donations online by
choosing “Operation High School Christmas” from the drop-down menu or send checks to University
UMC by December 16 with “Operation High School Christmas” in the memo line.

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE -~ Christmas is a time of hope and great joy as we celebrate the birth
of Jesus. Yet for many, it may also be a time of darkness and sorrow. It's a time of long nights and
blue days. Especially for those who are grieving this Christmas, University UMC will hold a “Longest
Night” service at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, December 21. Email Sharon Smith (ssmith@universityumc.
church) for the Zoom link.

CHRISTMAS EVE ONLINE SERVICES
Children’s Pageant, 4:00 p.m.
Kindred Church Candlelight Communion Service, 5:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion Service, 7:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.
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